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The Finances of BPW International 

 

BPW International Board Members of BPW Europe have proposed a Resolution regarding the finances of 

BPW International which they called «This Resolution is about: BPW International Finances and legal 

situation».  

 

It has to be stated:  

The finances of the BPW International Association have been clearly accounted for, revised and approved by 

the General Assembly in accordance with the Constitution. For this purpose, the accounts of the association 

were prepared and revised annually and sent to all members of the International Board. The overall accounts 

were presented to the voters in due time at the GA of March 2021, discussed and approved.  

 

Therefore, we consider a new audit of the finances of the association for these years unnecessary and judge 

it as a distraction from the real challenge BPW International has regarding finances. In a letter the 

International Constitutional Advisory Chair (CAC), Carolyne Savage, made it clear that such a Resolution cannot 

be accepted as the process is not constitutional. 

 

 

The true financial challenge of BPW International 

 

For the first time in BPW International history an international President (2014-2017) has not delivered her 

Final Congress Accounts. 

 

1 The international President 2014-2017 has not delivered her Final Congress Accounts until today.  A 

motion adopted in 2021 by the International Board, which demanded the Final Congress Accounts for 

2017, has been ignored until today despite several reminders and official legal letters from the  BPW 

International attorney. With the 2021 motion, the International Finance Officer responsible at that 

time should then have received the order for the accounts. Neither the BPW International President 

2014-2017, who was in charge, nor the accountant appointed by her lifted a hand to reach a solution. 

They refused to cooperate or to hand over the evidence. 

 

2 The international President 2014-2017 has not transfered the Congress money from Chase Bank to 

HSBC, the bank where legally entitled members of BPW International are signatories. The motion 

adopted by the International Board in 2021 asked the member who can still sign for the Chase bank 

account to transfer the money belonging to BPW International. This member has ignored the request 

of the motion, which was sent to her via an official letter from the lawyer of BPW International, 

together with several reminders until today. 

 

3 In 2021 the International President 2014-2017 refused to pay invoices for the Congress Organizer 

which triggered a court case. An attorney who had to be hired by BPW International made it clear 

that BPW International would lose the case. A motion which asked for the immediate payment of the 

invoices was approved by the International Board in 2021 and by paying these debts additional 

expenses could be avoided. 
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Please find a more detailed explanation in the following text.  

 

1. Undelivered Final Congress Accounts for 2017 

 

1.1 What might be the reason for not delivering the Final Congress Accounts 2017? 

 

In short, the true reason that the Congress Accounts 2017 are not finalized and delivered must be a 

considerable DEFICIT.  

At the Executive Meeting one year after Congress 2017, when the Immediate Past President should 

had delivered her Final Congress Accounts, the Finance Officer 2016-17 showed papers with 

unfinalized Congress income and expenditure. These papers clearly showed that the expenditure 

exceeded the income.  

 

1.2 Distraction strategy 

 

Instead of facing the fact of a deficit and finding a common constructive solution, the President 2014-

2017 and the Finance Officer (2016-2017) refused to finalize the Congress Accounts and an 

unprecedented distraction or war strategy was provoked at all levels of BPW. The President 2014-

2017 started an aggressive war and whenever possible attacked the current President and her team. 

The President 2014-17 herself tried to stay in the background and let others act and write accusing 

letters. She managed to split the Presidents of the countries, the Members of the Executive Board and 

even the Past International Presidents. 

 

2. An untransferred BPW International Congress Account 

 

2.1. Until today the Congress Account at the Chase Bank has not been transferred to the HSBC Bank, 

where the legally elected members of BPW would be able to sign. 

 

There is still a former Executive Board Member from the US (Chase Bank wish that a US resident has 

authority to sign) who can sign for the Congress Account, which today is unconstitutional. Up to now, 

although even requested by the BPW International lawyer, this member refuses to transfer the money 

to the HSBC Bank. It is a considerable amount which BPW International is deprived of and which must 

now be reclaimed through legal proceedings. 

 

 

2.2 An unforeseen hurdle: The official registration of BPW International in Switzerland 

 

Wanting to clear up the money transfer through legal proceedings, as the member able to sign for the 

Chase Bank didn’t react, the International President became aware that BPW was officially registered 

in Geneva but at the wrong address. It is fine when BPW International is registered as an NGO in 

Geneva, however the legally-binding registration for the organization has to be made with the Registry 

of Commerce of Geneva/Switzerland. As the members of the International Board come from different 

counties, getting their signatures verified is a very time-consuming process action but registration is 

expected for this coming June. Then BPW International can take up the judicial return of the funds. 

 

3. The non-payment to the Congress Organizer provoked a court case in 2020 

 

The Past President 2014-2017 decided to block a final payment of 186,490 US$ to the Congress 

organizer CSC, which triggered a court case for BPW International. We all witnessed the services of 

this Congress Organizer during Congress. All invoices were controlled very carefully, and no single item 
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was found which was not justified. The attorney, whom BPW International had to hire (additional 

costs) made it clear that BPW International would lose the case and would have to spend additional 

money.  

BPW Kuwait together with other Federations had handed in a motion that BPW International had to 

pay the debts to avoid further costs. Thanks to the insight of the majority of our International Board, 

the motion was adopted. The payment was able to be executed. However, it could not be paid from 

the Congress bank account, so BPW International had to advance it from the association’s account, 

because the Congress bank account was not transferred back to the Executive until today. 

 

4.  Why an unending distraction strategy ignoring the true financial questions? 

 

Why still today committed BPW members are ignoring the fact that the Congress Accounts for 2017 

are not delivered and try to attack not only Executives, who did their job, but even try to incapacitate 

our constitution and the International Board who accepted all the annual accounts for 2017-2021? 

One can understand that a member violates and disrespects whatever she doesn’t like, but that a 

whole group is still ready to launch a Resolution which ignores the actual serious financial ommissions 

raises questions. 

 

Dr. Catherine Bosshart, BPW International President 2021-2024 

Reykjavik, 27 May 2022 
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